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From Purchase to Preservation

Come visit
us on the
farm!
Please call before you visit to
make sure we
are here to
show you
around.
509-397-4589
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It has been eight years since the
concept of a preservation easement on the “Meyers Place” was
conceived. When we purchase
the Meyers Place, the past owner, Harold Meyers, had only one
request of us, “Please do not
develop the farm. Our family
does not want houses up there.”,
and a gentleman’s agreement
was made.
After owning it just a few years
we came to understand why Har-

old was so adamant about “not”
developing the ground. Gradual
slopes with magnificent views of
Steptoe Butte, Kamiak Butte, the
Moscow Mts. And the HooDoo
and Blue Mountains made it a
prime candidate for houses. This
was especially apparent because
the northern border of the property was also the City of Colfax
city limit line with two streets
already platted to the property.
The quest started. After research-

A New Venture
Things have slowed a bit as we
divested ourselves of the last
rental house we owned. This
fall, in order to keep from being bored, we have taken on a
new interest. It is in the form
of a grain acreage farm in Benewah County, Idaho. Operating in a different area, county,
and state has been a new and
challenging learning curve.
We were fortunate to find a
good piece of ground with an
excellent production history

and an experienced local tenant
to farm it. Travelling an hour to
get to the farm is a new concept
for us but the drive is beautiful.

ing ways to preserve the property we started discussions with
the Palouse Land Trust.
Through an eight year period
with them which included no
manager – an all-volunteer
board, to a full-time manager,
followed by an interim manager,
the process (long and laborious
as it was) came to fruition this
past May. A farmland preservation easement was agreed to and
signed.
What this means is the land can
be used for agricultural purposes, but never developed in perpetuity. In my book that is a
very long time. Harold this one
is for you.
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A Wise Investment

Hunting

This year marked the
seventh year “Youth
Outdoors Unlimited” has
brought children with
disabilities or terminal
illnesses to our place to
hunt. In fact, their
program is so successful
that for the first time we
had two young men with
us for back-to-back
hunting adventures.
The second hunter had
another first while
hunting, he harvested a
deer and also took a
coyote.
We also work with an
organization called
“Fallen Outdoors” which
provides hunting
opportunities for
veterans who have been
injured or disabled. The
young man in this
program was successful
in his hunt in less than 30
minutes of hunting.
It brings a smile to my
face every time someone
who would otherwise not
have the opportunity to
hunt is successful just by
getting out there.
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The price of a good fence is
infrastructure that is starting to
depreciate – ME. As fencing
is a labor-intensive job, I find
myself slowing a bit, but I’ve
found a way to compensate. It
is in the form of a gaspowered post driver. This
machine is a true god-send! I
can now build fence faster and
with less stress on me.
There is a downside though. It
is so easy and fast that I find
myself using way more posts
than ever before. If two will
do it, why not use three and

build it even better. When
I built my first fence with
the driver, I could not believe how easy the most
laborious task had become. I immediately built
a cross fence that made
the task of catching and
moving cows and calves
exceptionally efficient. I now
have plans to build and additional 4000 feet of added
cross fencing this next spring
at the Meyers Place. This
should be the last of the fencing and thus completes the
pasture management plan for
taking was basically
two pastures and
breaking it into 19
separate paddocks.
We have already been
experiencing the benefits of the pastures
(paddocks) in increased growth of the
calves, better condition of the cows in the
fall and improved
quality of both the
forage and the water.

So if anyone is interested I will
be taking applications this
spring for the position of ,
Deputy Assistant in Charge of
Outdoor Management – Bovine Division / AKA Fencing
Assistant for placing the posts
in the post driver!

Spring Turnout
One of the
favorite
times of the
year is
spring turnout with the
cows leaving the winter feeding/calving pasture
and moving to range pastures. As you may recall,
last year I cross-fenced a
pasture and created four
separate pastures. We also
fenced in a completely new
area where an eyebrow was
located.
This spring was the first
time we got to fully utilize
the new areas. The result
was way beyond expectaON
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tions. The cattle were continuously on fresh or regrown pastures. They simply could not
keep up!
At the end of the forage season
the forage left on the ground
has never been in better shape.
The cattle have never gone into
winter in better condition and
the weight of the calves has
never been higher. Turned out
to be a winwin-win.
So, what’s
next - plans
to cross
fence the last
large pasture
and create

five for one. When this project
is completed, we will have
taken 2 areas and broken it into
19 separate areas that the cattle
can be rotated through. This
allows for better managed cattle, better managed forage, and
improved water quality.
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All It Takes is Time and Money

Twenty-four years ago, we moved
here to the farm, the third generation
to do so. When we got here the barn
needed a roof, the house needed windows, insulation, electrical work and a
continuous source of heat. The shed
had to wait in line.
The shed had no floor (dirt only), no
electricity, doors that barely opened
and a roof that leaked. It did have a
concrete foundation and a steel structure so the bones were good. All that
was needed was either the money or
the time to make it a more useful
building. We opted for the time and
less money option.
The first work was to replace the
floors with concrete. This was done in
two pours, three sections the first time

and three sections the next time separated
by three years. Next came installation of a
200 amp electrical service
complete with
lights and outlets. Then
came the decision to section
off two bays
with a wall to
create a shop
area. This was
achieved by building a wall, insulating and
installing a man door, a window, and a
wood stove for heat. Following this, the
leaky roof became more of an issue so the
old roof was removed and replaced with
sheeting, tar paper, and new metal roofing.
Finally twenty-two years from the start
came the last piece of the project, removal
and replacement of the old wood and metal
sliding doors which by now were nearly
unmovable due to warping. The first two
doors were removed and a solid wall for the
shop area was installed including another
window. After this, the four remaining
doors, which had now sagged to such a

point that no more adjusting could
take place, were removed and
replace with 4 roll up doors which
could be opened at any time by
anyone.
So the project is compete and it is
hard to believe it is the same
building. It is now so much more
useful and accessible.
This was a looonng project.

Spring Calves/Fall Weanlings

This year we had 8 calves. This was
our new bull, Travis’s, first year to be
the only bull. He obviously did his job
well enough because every cow had a
calf. However, it is never is simple as
that sounds. Seven of the cows, including two first calf heifers had their
calves in a timely manner with no
assistance from us. Calving began on
March 19 and was nearly completed
by April 9. Pretty good timing except
for one!
One of our oldest cows just kept waiting and waiting. We even began to
wonder if maybe she hadn’t bred this
year when suddenly one morning, we
noticed her cleaning her new baby, on
MAY 31. Oh well, at least she had
the calf and all was well, or was it?
A couple mornings later we noticed

the calf seemed to want to feed all
the time. Mom had always been
one of our best mother’s so we
guessed something wasn’t right.
We were right, mom had lost her
milk on three of her four quarters
and the last one seemed a little
weak. We figured we were going
to have a bottle baby. We
brought mom and calf into the
corrals and tried milking mom out
and combining her milk with so
colostrum to get the little one
started. We were able to get some
down her but she just didn’t seem
interested in the bottle. She
would suck on mom all day but
wouldn’t take the bottle.
This wasn’t our first rodeo so we
tried all the tricks but after a few

days realized that if we couldn’t get
her to take a bottle there wasn’t much
we were going to be able to do. You
cannot tube feed for six months. So,
we turned her and mom out in the
pasture to watch and wait. She kept
working on mom and quickly took to
supplementing her intake with forage. She is still with us. Somewhat
stunted but growing fast. Mom on
the other hand has served in good
stead but was not included in the
breeding herd this spring.
This fall when we weaned, we were
able to do some nice comparing of
calves for future herd use or possible
bulls except for our little late comer.
However, she is such a cutey that we
will probably keep her.
It is also
nice to have
so much
color back in
the herd.
Thank you
Travis.
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Make a List and Check it Twice
This fall we,
(Cheryl, Tom and
Mr. Milo), took an
adventure that required a good list –
a very good list!
We decided to take
a trip that is not on
everyone’s list of
places to go. It is
called the Magruder Trail. This road
(trail) starts outside Elk City,
ID and goes across the Continental Divide to Darby,
MT for 110 miles. It is
billed as the wildest
road in America.
There are no services
between Elk City and
Darby – no cell service,
no fuel service, no anything except wilderness. It is 110 miles
across the Rockies that
is the most beautiful
and remote vehicle
accessible trail in the
lower 48.
Mark and Carol
Demeeleer (also hardy
souls and always up for
an adventure) went with us.
Together we got to experi-

Mr. Milo

ence remoteness, beauty and a
view of the world from an 8800
ft elevation fire lookout. We
took our handy Honda Pioneer
side by side and they took their
quad and a trailer Mark built.
This was the first time for this
trip, so we were not sure what
to expect.
Everything you needed or
might need had better be with
you. We travelled 230 + miles
in five days and saw nice fall
weather and snow (Sept. 23). It
was a great trip but we found
that we really only got to see a
small part of the trail so a fol-

Cattle Sales

Mr. Milo greatly enjoyed
his adventures on the
Magruder Trail. He was
quite the camper except
for getting up on cold
mornings.

have the two older animals
bred so after staying with
our bull for several months
they all moved to their new
home. We understand they
have settled in well and wish
them good luck with their
new venture.
We would like to thank the
folks at Wakefield Farms
for purchasing a cow and
three heifers from us this
spring. They wanted to
start a herd of Highlands
and after visiting us chose
to purchase a cow, an older
heifer, and two yearling
heifers. They wanted to
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low-up trip or two is in the
planning stages.
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Water Testing – What’s in the H2O?
levels of fecal coliform.
They (the Conservation
District) had been testing
½ mile from the exit
point of the stream from
our property and had
found that the bacteria
load was 100 times the
maximum load allowed.
This was obviously our
fault from their point of
view. I felt like I had
just been hit with a 2X4
between the eyes.
Then I got to thinking
(this can be a problem

NOT polluting the water, but
were actually lowering the
count in the stretches of
creek within our boundaries.
The initial reason for testing
was to refute (with complete
information) their incomplete, partial and extremely
skewed information. We
have continued all this time
because it does give us scientific information with
which to monitor and make
decisions for the betterment
of the water quality. Know-

For the past 108 months I
have been testing the water
coming into and leaving any
of our pastures with streams
running through them. We are
testing to see what amount of
fecal coliform is or is not in
the water. Fecal coliform is a
bacterium that comes from the
intestines of warm-blooded
animals and can be an indica-

tor of other bacteria, such as
E. Coli, that might be in the
water.
My testing of the waterways
started when I was contacted
by and individual working for
a Conservation District stating
that I need to change my foraging practices or I would be
facing fines from the Department of Ecology for my high
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when given plenty of
time), what was the count
coming into our pasture
and what about the four
miles before the water gets
to our fence line? When I
asked these questions, I
found that there was no
other testing taking place.
They seemed to want to
hold us accountable for
everything that went on
for the entire five miles of
the stream.
I got ticked and started testing the water. Sampling as
the water came in and went
out of our pastures. Documenting that sampling with
time stamped photos, documenting monthly weather
data and visual observations
of conditions. After doing
this for the first year I came
to find that not only were we

ing without a doubt that
what is going on in our waterways is a bonus for the
cattle and for our piece of
mind.
This now deep pool of data
lets us know that we are actually good steward and not
polluters.
FYI: 108 months of data
fills 2 notebooks 2 ½ inches

Maple K Farms LLC
1102 Kammerzell Rd.
Colfax, WA 99111

Address Block

Phone: 509-397-4589
E-mail: maplekfarms@gmail.com

Naturally Grown, Naturally Good!

We are on the web
www.maplekhighlands.com

If you are not interested in receiving this newsletter, please let us know. Thank you.

Family in 2018

