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roasted tomato puree, and
gather pumpkins and
squash for storage. Now
comes the work of cleaning up the garden beds,
removing the water system, and preparing the
beds for winter.

Please call before you visit to
make sure we
are here to
show you
around.
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Harvest Time

Come visit
us on the
farm!

509-397-4589
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With the onset of late
summer and fall comes the
time to gather crops. Our
gardens outdid themselves
with the production of
beans, tomatoes, watermel-

ons, cucumbers, pumpkins,
and winter squash. Cheryl
has been working to can
sweet and dill pickles, can
and freeze beans, make

In addition, we are in the
middle of our fall beef harvest. We are harvesting 11
animals this fall and our
customer list continues to
be mostly return customers
with a few new faces. We
really appreciate your support of our business.

Barn Roof
chased the farm due to
storm damage. However,
finding the funds and a
qualified roofer to complete the remaining half has
taken time.
Before
As with any project where
there is a gap between
With the end of summer
comes the completion of a beginning and end,
long standing project. Dia- finding the correct
mond K Construction com- metal was a project in
itself. Diamond K was
pleted the reroofing of the
north side of our barn. The able to find a company
with the original dies
south side had been reroofed shortly after we pur- and have the roofing

metal made to match.
Our barn is now secure
from the weather and
should stand another 100
years.
After
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Wilcox the Llama
Wilcox has
found a home.
With the onset
of summer,
Wilcox took to
roaming a
broader area in
search of feed
and water.
This occasionally caused
problems because he
would choose to stand in
the middle of the county
road to decide what his
next move might be. After several neighbors and

“Follow-up”
Just a note to follow-up

strangers stopped to tell us
“our” llama was in the
middle of the road, we realized we had better find
him a home before he was
injured or caused an accident.
We were lucky to have
someone in the area with
sheep that needed a good
guard llama. They had
lost several lambs to coyotes in the spring and were
considering getting a llama to hopefully solve this
problem. Wilcox fit the

Electricity Returns

Sponsorships

Tom has been busy
building corrals and
cattle working areas at
the Meyers farm. In
doing so we discovered
the need for electricity at
the site in order to make
the work easier and also
provide heat for the
water system in the
winter.
This summer we had
electricity strung to a
pole on site and now
have power available
when needed.
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bill. He now has a flock
to protect and no longer
needs to wander the open
road.
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During our various
summer shows, exhibits, and markets,
we spend a great deal
of time talking to the
public about raising
grass fed beef. We
answer many questions about why we
grass feed, why we
sell our beef directly
and why we do this at
all.
After talking to us,
many people comment on how much
they appreciate what
we are doing with
providing locally
grown food, main-
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taining a heritage
breed, and/or endeavoring to produce sustainably grown beef.
A number of those
people have also
commented on how
they are unable to
purchase beef, due to
life circumstances,
storage, or cost, but
would still like to be
able to do something
to support what we
are doing.
One gentleman suggested we should
consider having
sponsorships. So,
when you come to

our display, you will
now see a sign-up for
sponsorships. Sponsorships cost $25.00 for
which the sponsor receives four newsletters
per year, a farm visit,
and a picture and information about one of
our cows.
For those of you already on our mailing
list, we already appreciate your support. We
just thought it was important to explain how
this new idea came
about.
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Kellan Mason Demeerleer
On August 20, 2009, Kellan Mason Demeerleer was born to Abbie and Chuck Demeerleer (and
sister Grace, too.) He was 8
pounds and 20 1/2 inches long.
He is growing quickly. Grace is
pleased, but still isn’t sure she
wants people to hold, “my cute
baby brother”.

Freezer Unit
The freezer unit returns to the
newsletter because we have made
some changes to improve the effectiveness and usefulness. Tom
has built a wall in the unit to reduce the size of the actual freezer
space to improve the efficiency.
In addition the aged diesel unit
has been replaced with a quieter
and more economical electric unit
which will reduce the temperature
inside to minus 20.
Outside the freezer compartment,
we have installed two chest freez-

ers to use for longer term storage as necessary. These changes have enhanced the usefulness
of the unit and ensured that we
will have long term cold storage.

Chicken—Egg???
In our case, we can answer the
age old question, because we
definitely had to have the chickens before we got any eggs. The
chickens have started to lay eggs
and wow do we have eggs. We
are getting a wide variety of colors and sizes, but it is nice to be
eating fresh eggs.
We are just beginning to have a
few extras to sell, so hopefully

soon, the chickens will begin to
cover the cost of feed and bedding. Being free range during
the day has decreased the cost
of feed and dramatically reduced the insect population.
Watching the chickens dodge
the calves for garden clippings
also provides a little comic relief so they are certainly earning
their keep.

3

Maple K Farms
Tom & Cheryl Kammerzell
1102 Kammerzell Rd.

Address Block

Colfax, WA 99111
Phone: 509-397-4589
Fax: 509-397-9110

We are on the web
www.maplekhighlands.com

E-mail: maplek@pionnetwb.com

Naturally Grown, Naturally Good!

If you are not interested in receiving this newsletter, please let us know. Thank you.

Spokane Interstate Fair

Our trip to the Spokane Interstate Fair this year
was quite worthwhile.
We were in attendance
for six days along with
our traditional partner,
Run-A-Muk Ranches.
There was also a large
contingent of FFA and
junior cattle showing

and selling. The
Highland show was
on Monday morning
with a good attendance from people interested in Highlands. Our cattle distinguished themselves by taking
Grand Champion Cow/

Calf, Grand Champion Heifer, and Reserve Champion Bull. We also were
pleased to receive the
Premier Breeder award
and First place in Herdsmanship for the barn.

