
always ripen seemingly over-

night so Cheryl is making 

cherry jelly because you can 

only eat so much cherry pie.  

The raspberries have also 

arrived so raspberry pie, jam, 

and fresh berries for break-

fast are on the menu.  The 

garden is beginning to pro-

duce all the fresh lettuce we 

can eat and soon we will en-

joy green beans and peppers.  

Pickling season will begin 

soon after with the cucum-

bers beginning to form, and 

pickled beans are a favorite 

snack. 

 

Summer days are long for 

good reason.  The need to 

gather and prepare for winter 

takes time and help from 

Mother Nature.  

   One of the joys of living on 

the farm is the annual arrival 

of growing things and the 

need to store and put up for 

winter. 

 

This season always seems to 

start with the dance of the 

hay.  Gathering hay for the 

winter is so much at the whim 

of Mother Nature that life 

seems to stop and focus on 

“is the hay ready”, “will it 

rain”, “should I cut it”, 

“what if it rains”, “is it ready 

to bale”, “did it rain”, and 

“can we get it in the barn 

before it rains”.  For grass 

farmers wishing the rain 

would hold off seems coun-

ter-productive, but at this 

time of year, you hope for a 

window of dry weather to 

gather this precious resource.  

We put up our own hay in 

round bales.  In addition we 

purchase small bales locally 

for use at shows, fairs, and 

feeding in the corrals.  We 

also purchase a large quantity 

of the “big” bales (1/2 ton) to 

feed during the winter. 

 

Here in early summer we also 

begin gathering the fruit pro-

duced in our orchard and ber-

ry patch.  The sour cherries 
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Special points 

of interest: 

 

Come visit 

us on the 

farm! 

 

Please call be-

fore you visit to 

make sure we 

are here to 

show you 

around. 

509-397-4589 

Maple K Farms                                                                           Colfax, Washington  
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Spring Beef Sales 

 

Maple K Farms 

harvested six animals 

this spring.  They are 

now being enjoyed by 

our customers.  Thank 

you for enabling us to 

continue to raise 

Highlands.  Without 

consumers, the 

Highlands would not be 

a viable breed. After all 

to love them is to eat 

them.  Soon calls will 

start for our fall beef 

customers.  

“Follow-up” 

Just a note to follow-up 

BioAg Tour 

Lean, Mean & Green 

Well the 

pasture 

loss has 

worked 

in our 

favor.  

We were 

able to 

reduce 

the num-

ber of breeding stock by 

12 with the sale of a heif-

er to a local enthusiast 

and the sale of the re-

maining animals to a gen-

tleman in southern Ore-

gon who developed a love 

of the Highland breed dur-

ing the past year. 

This has allowed us to bet-

ter utilize our resources so 

that all of our stock are 

grazing lush pastures with 

growth that should last 

well into the fall. This has 

ensured that our grass fed 

beef are eating well, as 

well as requiring less 

movement of stock from 

pasture to pasture on our 

part. 

to be held at 

Maple K 

Farms 

home place.  

The weath-

er cooperat-

ed with sun 

and broken 

clouds so it 

wasn’t too warm but no 

chance of rain.  After 

brunch the tour resumed 

with visits to the 

McGregor Land & Live-

stock and the Ag Pilots 

Project at G & L farms.  

The final stop was the 

Palouse Empire Fair 

Grounds where the 

participants were 

treated to a BBQ pre-

pared by several 

members of the local 

Cattlemen’s associa-

tion. 

The participants in the tour 

represented a broad cross-

section of parties interested 

in agriculture from state 

legislators, government 

employees, League of 

Women voters, and several 

environmental groups.  The 

attendees commented that 

after the tour they felt more 

knowledgeable about the 

challenges facing today’s 

farmers and better in-

formed about how those 

farmers are engaged in 

beneficial land manage-

ment. 

On June 15, Maple K 

Farms participated in a 

tour of managed grazing 

operations sponsored by 

the WSU Extension.  The 

tour started at the Rhod 

McInstosh farm and then 

came to the Maple K 

Farms Meyers property 

where Tom spoke about 

water filtration, water 

quality, vegetation man-

agement, and holistic 

management.  While he 

was speaking, Cheryl was 

setting up for the brunch 

D O W N  O N  T H E  F A R M  



SARE Grant Opportunity 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  2  

Maple K Farms will be participating 

in a grant through Washington State 

University looking at the characteris-

tics of grass-fed beef.  WSU is apply-

ing for a Western SARE (Sustainable 

Agriculture Research & Education) 

Grant that would take a more in-depth 

look at on-farm and post harvest prac-

tices that effect the tenderness, palata-

bility, and flavor of grass-fed beef. 

Currently the grant is in the pre-

proposal stage.  The grant proposal is 

also being supported by AHCA and 

the Highland Cattle Foundation. 

fuzz balls and have grown into 

respectable hens and roosters 

over the last 8 weeks.  Of course 

there are a few too many roosters 

so we will be reducing that num-

ber after they have had a chance 

to graze the pasture for a few 

weeks. 

We are still waiting for our first 

eggs, with the anticipation grow-

ing daily from prospective cus-

The 

chick-

ens are 

now 

home.  

They 

arrived 

as tiny 

yellow 

and 

gold 

                                    Chicken’s Home 

tional structure, the finan-

cial reporting structure, and 

the overall purpose of the 

organization.  It is an inter-

esting time to be involved 

in the efforts to move 

Highland cattle forward as 

beef stock with attributes 

helpful to the commercial 

breeder as well as main-

taining their heritage purity 

and vigor.  

National Convention 
In early June, we attended 

the national convention for 

the American Highland Cat-

tle Association.  The conven-

tion lasted 5 days and was 

held in Bozeman, MT.  Be-

ing on the board, Cheryl was 

participating in meetings for 

most of the first two days, 

but Tom was able to enjoy 

the local color and the nu-

merous antique shops. 

The chance to catch up with 

people we have met at other 

conventions was great fun.  

In addition you always get to 

meet new people from all 

over the country and the 

world. There were breeders 

there from Canada and Ger-

many. 

The Association is in the 

process of making some ma-

jor changes to the organiza-

tomers.  The 

desire for fresh 

eggs is tremen-

dous. 

We have en-

joyed watching 

them grow and 

learn their way 

around.  



neighbors has a small herd, we as-

sumed it was theirs and called to let 

them know they had a llama on the 

loose. 

After hurrying to check their herd and 

count heads several times, they real-

ized that they were not missing any so 

this must belong to someone else.  

Stopping by to let us know, we learned 

a great deal about llamas and their 

reluctance to separate from their herd 

even when fences are down so this 

animal had not just wandered away. 

The next day, Tom went down the 

road to see if the llama was still 

around and found him in a tree 

covered draw about ¼ mile from 

the pasture.  He also found fresh 

truck and trailer tracks in the grav-

el pit just below this draw. Appar-

ently someone unable to care for 

or keep the llama had just turned 

him loose.  With the current eco-

nomic times, people losing their 

property or unable to feed their 

animals, seem to feel justified in 

turning them loose to fend for 

For those of you not familiar with the 

Colfax area and Maple K Farms in par-

ticular, we live near what used to be the 

town of Wilcox, WA.  It was founded in 

1867 but received the name of Wilcox 

when the first post office was established 

in the home of a family by that name. 

The town is no more but the name lives 

on, especially now in the form of a 

“feral” llama. 

Wilcox’s story began five weeks ago 

when Cheryl on her way home spotted 

what she thought was one of the calves 

loose in the field above our pasture.  

Stopping to look with the binoculars, she 

realized that unless the calf had grown 

an unusually long neck, the wandering 

animal was a llama.  Since one of our 

themselves.  This is cruel, because most 

domesticated animals have no experi-

ence in fending for themselves, locating 

their own food and access to water, or 

protection from predators. This is espe-

cially hard on herd animals such as lla-

mas. 

Wilcox has taken to wandering between 

the draw and our pasture along the road.  

He often spends his days sitting next to 

the fence with our yearling bull calves.  I 

don’t know whether he thinks they’re 

weird llamas with short necks or if he 

just enjoys the company, but for now he 

seems content. 

Tom & Cheryl Kammerzell 

1102 Kammerzell Rd. 

Colfax, WA 99111 

 

Phone: 509-397-4589 

Fax: 509-397-9110 

E-mail: maplek@pionnetwb.com 

Maple K Farms 

Wilcox 

Naturally Grown, Naturally Good! 

We are on the web 

www.maplekhighlands.com 
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