
 

we ended up with another 
6.75 for the month.  The tem-
perature finally warmed to 
consistently above freezing 
during the day and at night 
after the 19th and the melt 
began. 
We were lucky in that the 
melt-off was slow enough, 
we had no major flooding, 
land slides or other disasters.  
Everyone deals with heavy 
snow fall but keeping ani-
mals fed and watered always 
adds a layer of urgency.  
Luckily our critters are pretty 
self-sufficient and dealt with 
it their usual laid-back style. 

 We thought we had made it 
through the toughest part of 
winter.  Nothing in Novem-
ber, 2.5 inches in December, 
only 3-4 inches total in Janu-

ary and THEN came Febru-
ary. 
Maybe this will be the winter 
with lots of hay left over….. 
Maybe I can get out and start 
cleaning flower beds. But 
Mother Nature always has her 
own plans. On February 5 the 
snow arrived, and it snowed 
for all but six days the rest of 
the month.  We totaled 44.9 
inches for the month of Feb-
ruary. 
March began with a break 
from the white stuff (falling 
only – lots on the ground) but 
it came back on the sixth and 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E  

Down on the farm 
 2 0 1 9  V O L U M E  1 4  I S S U E  1  

Special points 

of interest: 

 

Come visit 

us on the 

farm! 

Please call be-

fore you visit to 

make sure we 

are here to 

show you 

around. 

509-397-4589 

Maple K Farms LLC                                                                            Colfax, Washington 

And Then Came February 

Cow Pictures 2 

Calving 2 

Ticks 3 

Tours 4 

Skyline 5 

Crop Disaster 6 

Phone Call 7 

Mr. Milo 7 

Fencing 

 

Snake River 

Dams 

 

Tensed Wheat 

8 

 

9 

 

9 



P A G E  2  

Calving 2019 

wall?”  Emily said, “Well, 
in order to have my own I 
would have to find some of 
those cows.” 
Then, “lo and behold”, on 
their next trip through 
Colfax, Emily spotted our 
cows.  She got our email 
address and sent us a mes-
sage asking if she could 
come and take some pic-
tures. 
While Cheryl and Emily 
were walking the pasture 
to take pictures – Andrew, 
Luke & Anna were looking 
around the barnyard and 

Not an unusual request, 
but the rest of the story 
was unique.  Last year, we 
had the opportunity to get 
acquainted with the Pop-
chock family.  They had 
just moved to Pullman, 
because Andrew worked 
for the WSU athletic pro-
gram.  Emily is a profes-
sional photographer with 
an extensive portfolio. 
As we understand the sto-
ry, Emily was working on 
decorating their new 
home and told Andrew 

she had seen this cool black 
and white photo of a High-
land cow she 
wanted to 
hang on the 
wall.  An-
drew’s re-
sponse was, 
“You want 
someone else’s 
photo on your 

something called “crooked 
calf” syndrome.  It appears 
when the mother has eaten 
something toxic between 40 
and 70 days of gestation.  
The only thing we could 
determine was that mother 
had decided to eat some of 
the few lupine plants in one 
of our pastures during this 
critical period.   
Tom had the unpleasant task 
of dispatching the 
calf and then 
monitoring moth-
er to make sure 
she didn’t try to 
steal another 
cow’s calf as they 

This year’s 
calving 
started on a 
difficult 
note.  Our 
first calf 
was born on 
March 31 to 

one of our experienced 
cows.  The calf was born 
near to the expected due 
date, but Tom immedi-
ately knew something 
was wrong.  As soon as 
he went to check, he 
could tell the calf had not 
been up to suck nor 
would it ever be able to 
get up.  It suffered from 
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thoroughly enjoying the 
goldfish in the stock tank. 
Emily got her pictures, 
though she didn’t expect the 
cattle to be so up close and 
personal. 

Since then she has taken 
some winter shots, had 
some friends over to visit, 
and surprised us with a 
beautiful framed print of 
one of her photos.  The one 
similar to the shot that trig-
gered the whole adventure. 

were born. We also worried 
that the other cows may 
have done the same thing, 
but all turned out well.  
We had eight healthy calves 
between April 4 and May 4 
in a variety of colors.  A fun 
group to watch grow up. 
They are now weaned and 
learning to get along next to 
the barn here at home. 

“Can I Come Take Pictures of Your Cows?” 



Did You Say Ticks??? 
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what might be going on. A call to 
the vet resulted in no suggestions. 
A quick call to WSU vet school – 
no help.  Back to the barnyard and 
Tom’s old “feed lot manager – 
you’re on your own” analysis of the 
situation with a calmer look 
(though not much calmer) began.  
As he turned one of the calves over, 
what he found was ticks, lots of 
ticks, hundreds of ticks.  Could they 
have something to do with this? 
At this point Cheryl got involved 
with her computer. With the de-
scription and magnitude of the ticks 
she went looking. Success.  Thank 
goodness for Google and Australia. 
The only information that made 
sense came from Australia – “Tick 

Paralysis”. Paralysis occurs when 
ticks attach, especially down the 
topline close to the spine of bo-
vines.  When they attach they emit 
a substance that numbs the bite so 
the host does not feel the attach-
ment. Usually not a big deal, but 
with 300 – 400 biting ticks per ani-
mal, the numbing substance essen-
tially paralyzes the animal.  The 
only way to reverse the effect was 
to remove the ticks. 
So, the task of tick removal began.  
Several pairs of needle-nose 
pliers, a bucket of warm soapy 
water solution to clean the pli-
ers, and a container deep 
enough to contain the removed 
ticks were secured. The labori-
ous task of picking each and 
every tick off each calf was 
disgusting. 

It started with a knock on our door 
one evening.  “Do you have cows in 
the pasture on Klaus road?” 
“Yes.” 
“Well, I think there is something 
wrong. One is down on its side and 
kicking.” 
That is when my heart jumped into 
my throat. 
By the time we got there it was al-
most dark. Indeed, one of our year-
lings was down – had been for a 
while. 
The bad news was, so were two 
more. What was going on?  Had 
they been shot and wounded? Had 
they eaten something and been poi-
soned. Nothing was apparent. We 
had been using the pasture for over 
20 years and nothing had changed 
that I was aware of. What in the 
world was going on? We couldn’t 
find anything, no bleeding, so foam-
ing at the mouth, nothing. By now it 
was dark, and it was obvious, they 
weren’t getting to their feet to load 
and take home. Sadly, we figured 
Tom would have to come back in 
the morning with the tractor bucket 
and bring them home for disposal. 
Surprise! In the morning the calves 
were still alive, down with excep-
tionally slow and labored breathing 
and severe distress, moaning every 
so often, but alive. 
Panic ensued!!! 
Three of the six calves had gone 
down.  Tom loaded each into the 8’ 
wide bucket of the tractor and 
brought it home.  They were laid in 
the barnyard while we researched 

After the removal of the ticks the 
next task was keeping them up-
right to relieve the labored breath-
ing.  Again, Australia came to the 
rescue with the suggestion that if 
they can be propped in a more 
normal upright position, their 
breathing and circulation im-
proves and increases the chances 
of recovery. So, Tom went look-
ing for something to prop up a 
500 – 600 lb. calf that wouldn’t 
cause more problems if they start-
ed to move around.  Luckily, we 
had some mounted wheels and 
tires that were stacked and 
wedged against one side after 
pulling each calf semi-upright 
supporting them in a more normal 
position. 
This took up almost all day and 
now time would tell. Within 24 
hours of the onset the calves were 
beginning to recover. By the next 
morning two of the three calves, 
though wobbly, were on their feet.  
The third was up within another 
half hour and the recovery process 
began. 
A week later we read in the local 
paper that there was a larger than 
normal population of ticks this 
spring. Really!!! 
The calves have all recovered with 
no side effects.  We also learned 
that if an animal has suffered this 
reaction, and lived, they should be 
immune in the future.  What a 
learning curve and anxious few 
days.  We also learned there is a 
vaccine to prevent this available in 
Australia, but not available in the 
US. 
Life on the farm is NEVER bor-
ing.  
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Tour Circuit 

In early April, we re-
ceived a call from the 
Palouse Conservation 
District asking if we 
would consider being a 
tour stop on their Partner-
ship Tour highlighting the 
cooperation among agen-
cies and landowners to 
enhance and improve 
landscapes and water-
sheds. They wanted to 
showcase our operation 
and the Wetland Mitiga-
tion Project we had done 
three years ago and ex-
plain our two Conserva-
tion Easements. 
The tour would include 
“CD staff, partner organi-
zations and a few mem-
bers of the public” ac-
cording to request. 
“About 35 people” at the 
time of planning.  Well 
35 people and one bus 
turned into nearly 90 peo-
ple and two commercial 
size buses. 
We started at the Meyers 
Place facility on SR195, 
where Tom explained the 
two separate Conserva-
tion easements; 1 Agri-
cultural easement and 1 
Wetland easement. Tom 
explained how they were 
different and what they 
have in common.  To 

help with this presenta-
tion, the Palouse CD had 
put together a series of 
maps and photo boards 
that helped illustrate the 
concepts and showed 
how each property was 
affected.   
Tom then explained how 
he had developed the 
grazing-pasture manage-
ment plan and used the 
data we had generated to 
make decisions. Again, a 
map of the pastures be-
fore and after helped 
people understand the 
improvements. 
The tour then traveled to 
the back of the Meyers 
Place along the South 
Fork of the Palouse Riv-
er. This is the location of 
the Pullman-Moscow 
Airport Mitigation and 
Conservation Easement. 
By the way, this wetland 
mitigation site is the 
largest in Washington 
east of the Cascades.  As 
the 90 some attendees 
disembarked from the 
buses and walked down 
the steps carved in the 
bank holding the handrail 
(provided by the Ameri-
corp folks from the Pa-
louse CD), the deer, 
pheasants, and geese put 
on a display as if we had 
pushed a button and re-
leased them on cue! 
Ninety minutes is much 

to little 
time to 
present 
our work-
ing mod-
el, the 
concepts 
and values that drove the 
project to fruition. The var-
ied audience seemed to en-
joy the presentation and 
had a number of questions.  
The cooperative spirit was 
well represented. 
 

The second tour was for the 
statewide staff of the De-
partment of Ecology (I 
know, hard to believe). The 
DOE and I have not always 
seen eye-to-eye on their 
rules and requirements. 
Regional staff throughout 
Washington take turns 
hosting/showcasing what is 
going on in their district.  
Eastern Washington was 
the host this year and the 
staff wanted to show 
what can take place when 
DOE staff work “with” 
other organizations.  Our 
mitigation site is the best 
example of what can 
happen when everyone 
wants to get to “yes”.   
In our project there were 13 
– Yes – 13 partner entities 
that were all willing partici-
pants that had to have their 
individual needs met – in 

about 90 days. 
The DOE staff wanted 
to learn more about 
how this was accom-
plished and in such a 
short timeline. The 
plan for the mitigation 
was put together in 
February of 2015, all 
parties had signed off 
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by June 2015. The project 
was started on August 9 
and completion was No-
vember 9, 2015. 
This was no small feat 
when one realizes the fact 
that 20,000 cubic yards of 
material was moved, 
19,000 trees were planted, 
a well and drip irrigation 
system were installed, and 
a temporary bridge was 
put in place and removed 
with no evidence.  In addi-
tion, 100 tree enclosures 
were built to house 30+ 
trees each. 
In the conversation with 

DOE staff members, I was 
frank and pointed with my 
remarks. Did not know 
how that was going to go 
over, but to my surprise 
they understood and ac-
cepted my views and said 
it was one of the best in-
formational tours in which 
they had participated. 
Cheryl and I knew that 
working outside of the box 
in all of these areas would 
generate interest if after 
some time the work was 
successful.  Failure would 
have led to no tours. 
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What looked like a very 
promising fall winter wheat 
crop turned out to be a sig-
nificant disaster.  Coming 
into May our wheat crop 
was really looking good – 
that is until CHS Primeland 
recommended an herbicide 
application of the Syngenta 
product called “Talinor”.  
CHS made the recommen-
dation, hired the applicator 
and then sprayed the fields.  
At that point everything 
went south or “yellow” to 
be more specific. The crop 
tuned the most terrible yel-
low color and seemed to be 
dying. I wanted to wait and 
see if things would im-
prove, but when someone 
asked me if I had “Round-
up”ed my crop, I figured it 
was time for action. I im-
mediately called our county 
extension agent to have a 
look and give me his opin-
ion.  His guess at the time 
was a 50% loss if it recov-
ered at all. I brought my 
concerns to the applicator, 
CHS, and was told that they 
were monitoring the crop 
on weekly basis because 
they were also concerned 
about “the amount of symp-
tomology”.   
The good news, as little as 
it seems, was the custom 
applicator had had a spray 
nozzle plugged and there 
were green 
stripes where 

no “Talinor” had been ap-
plied. Not only did this 
leave bright green stripes 
of healthy wheat, it also 
meant the reason for 
spraying was moot be-
cause in every pass, the 
weed in question was hap-
pily growing along.   
This error turned out to be 

a wonderful bonus.  Our 
extension agent suggested 
that test plots be set-up to 
evaluate the unsprayed vs. 
the sprayed wheat crop at 
harvest.  That way there 
would be hard data to de-
termine whether or not 
there would actually be a 
loss. 
Measurements were taken, 
flags set and the wait for 
harvest to be completed 
was done. Our extension 
agent then brought in a 
test plot combine to har-
vest, weigh and determine 
the differences in each 
section.  After the harvest-

D O W N  O N  T H E  F A R M  

ing and data analysis was 
completed a 36% loss 
between sprayed vs un-
sprayed was determined.   
The disappointing end 
result was that CHS 

would not even meet 
with our extension agent 
and myself to go over the 
results.  They accepted 
no responsibility for the 
loss in production. Syn-
genta representatives 
were willing to meet and 

review the data but were 
no more helpful. They 
said that crop production 
loss due to possible er-
rors with the mix or tim-
ing of the spray were not 
their responsibility. 
WSDA was contacted in 
the fall with concerns, 
pictures, drone footage 
and test results but re-
sponded that they only 
get involved if they are 

contacted immediately when 
the original concern is raised.  
They do not accept data from 
outside sources.  Who knew 
this?? I didn’t and neither did 
our extension agent.  A lot of 

lessons learned here. 
So, for future reference: 

1. Contact WSDA early if 
there is a concern 
regarding a crop ap-
plication of an herbi-
cide; 

2. The chemical company 
“Syngenta”, in this 
case, took no respon-
sibility for a product 
that injured a crop; 
and 

3. The sales company 
“Cenex Harvest 
States”- Primeland 
also took no responsi-
bility, even after ac-
knowledging verbally 
and by email that 
there were impacts to 
the crop. 

A very good-looking crop 
resulted in a near disaster we 
would hope nobody else ex-
periences. 
Oh well, we hope for a better 
crop result this coming year 
and be aware of how CHS 
Primeland and Syngenta take 
“care of their customers”. 
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Mr. Milo’s Adventures in 2019 

comments on how she 
loves them and one day is 
going to own one. So, 
Tom, I want to buy one 
for her birthday and it has 
to be a surprise!” 
This put me in a bit of a 
pickle because I truly re-
spect this lady but was a 
little concerned as to how the 
recipient’s family is going to 
take the addition of a Highland 
to their herd.   
Arrangements were made with 
the back-up plan being – if they 
are not thrilled about the “new” 
cow, that I will let the deal end 
and take back the heifer.  Pic-
tures of the chosen heifer and 
copies of her documents were 
sent to our customer to include 
in the birthday card while the 
process of vet checks, etc. took 
place. 
A call to confirm that the heifer 
was ready to be picked up was 
met with, “Good, I’ll have my 
son come on Saturday at 10 to 
pick her up.” 
Saturday comes and her son 

As the phone rang, I looked 
and recognized the caller as a 
lady in her ninth decade that I 
have known for over 40 years. 
As I answered, wondering what 
the topic of the call would be, I 
was asked, “Tom, do you have 
any heifers for sale?” 
I was perplexed as to the rea-
son for the inquiry but assured 
her that I did have some. 
At that answer, she said, 
“Good. Pick me out one!” 
Still totally perplexed, I asked 
her why she would want a 
weanling highland heifer. The 
family has several thousand 
acres of pasture and have raised 
commercial cattle for several 
generations. 
Her response made me smile 
and I assured her I would pick 
out a good one. 
Her response was, “My hus-
band passed this last year and I 
cannot drive anymore so my 
daughter-in-law takes good 
care of me.  Every time, we 
drive by your place and see the 

Highlands, she always 

places around the 

Northwest..   

In his opinion camp-
ing is a great thing IF 

he had his camp bed, 

a warm coat, and a 
good camp fire. 

Mr. Milo participated 

in several adventures 
during the year.  Many 

of them had to do with 

camping in various 
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arrives to take the heifer home.  
As they get the trailer backed up, 
I ask “Is everyone good with 
this?” 
Her son says, “I knew a week 
ago as mom called me up and 
said… I just as well let you 
know what I’ve done!” He said 
she told him of her intentions 
and the purchase.  Mom is a very 
strong minded individual with a 
great heart. 
The daughter-in-law was in tears 
with receiving the birthday card 
with the pictures and papers. The 
lady in question was pleased, her 
son has another cow of special 
sentimental significance and 
Tom is relieved that all went 
well.  Not a usual sale by any 
means. 

It Started with a Phone Call 
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section to another. 
The end result was the cre-
ation of five additional 
paddocks which will now 
give us complete control to 
the access to Spring Flat 
Creek along the entire 1.5 
miles of the property. From 
late fall to late spring we 

can now remove the cattle 
from the riparian areas when 
these areas are most vulnera-
ble to bank degradation.  
The completion of the fenc-
ing will also give the cattle 
about 50% more area in 
which to graze during the 
fall and spring period when 
they otherwise had to be re-
moved from areas due to the 
removal of creek crossings 
for the flood season. 
Final result: good for water 
quality; good for the cattle; 
good for the ecosystem; and 
finally, good for the opera-
tion as feed costs will be di-
minished when the cattle 
have more acres to graze for 
a longer period of time. 

This last spring, I put in an-
other 6000 feet of cross 
fencing. This cross-fencing 
project was the most chal-
lenging to date.  The fence 
had to maneuver through 
timber, go across creek bot-
toms in such a manner as to 
not be removed by spring 
flooding each year and find 
a way to have posts go in the 

ground through an area of 
almost solid rock. In addi-
tion, it went up and down 
and extremely steep hillside 
and had to be connected so 
cows could move from one 
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This is also good for the man-
agement of the cattle, because 
if we are away from home, 
they can now be moved to a 
location a minimum of two 
fences away from the high-
way. 
The last bit of fencing to be 
done will be the replacement 
of the ½ mile or so of original 

perimeter fence along the top 
between the pasture and farm 
ground. 
See! I said the end was 
near….. 

The End is Near! ( I know, I’ve said it before.) 
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