
use of grasses in each pad-

dock and thus less feeding 

later in the year). 

Along with the spring devel-

opment, the riparian areas 

were fenced so managed 

grazing can take place to 

maintain the best grass cover 

and protect the water sources. 

With this summer being ex-

ceptionally dry, the spring 

development turned out to be 

great timing.  For the first 

time in the last ten years, 

Spring Flat creek totally 

dried up. This left the water-

ing troughs fed by the springs 

as the only source of water 

for the cattle.  If not for this 

available water, we would 

have had to relocate the cattle 

and started feeding using our 

winter hay supply. 

The project was completed in 

a partnership with the local 

conservation district. 

  This spring –no pun intend-

ed – the major project was a 

spring development in a sec-

tion of the Meyers Place we 

call “Apple Pie”.  The spring 

is now functioning and filling 

two 850 gallon troughs. These 

troughs will provide off creek 

water for the cattle in three 

separate paddocks. 

This project was 

done for the benefit 

of the cattle (cool, 

clear, clean water), 

the environment 

(keeping the cattle 

out of the creek), and 

our operation (better 
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Taking a walk one 

day, I disturbed one 

of our resident 

marmots.  As you 

can see, his warning 

whistles became 

more and more 

concerned until 

finally —”screaming 

marmot”. 

And Then There Were None! 

Another Property Addition 
River, we knew that we 

would not be happy if the 

property was purchased by 

someone else with possible 

designs on development 

so……we purchased the 

portion of her property 

adjoining ours.  The new 

acquisition consists of 80 

While we were not looking 

for this to happen, we have 

again added property to our 

operation.  A neighbor of 

the Meyers Place decided 

to sell her farm and leave 

the area. With her property 

abutting ours along the 

South Fork of the Palouse 

roosts and it wasn’t 

warm enough for them 

to be sheltering under 

the bushes. 

 

Suddenly a large shad-

ow moved overhead 

and I realized what the 

problem was.  We had 

a bald eagle that had 

decided to check out 

the local morsels and 

was roosting in the top of one of 

our large trees in front of the 

house.  Not only were the chick-

ens in hiding, but the goats had 

disappeared and not a cat was to 

be seen. 

In the early spring, we often 

have visits from various 

species as migrations begin 

for the year.  This spring, I 

was working in the yard 

with the chickens happily 

pecking and clucking 

around me as they looked 

for early emerging bugs and 

worms. 

As I worked, I became 

aware that it had gotten 

suddenly quiet and not a 

chicken was to be seen.  I 

couldn’t figure out where 

they had all gone.  It wasn’t 

late enough or dark enough 

for them to return to their 
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acres containing 10 acres of 

farm ground with the bal-

ance being bottom ground 

and riparian land.  At the 

present time we are weigh-

ing all of the options for 

future uses and compatibil-

ity with the rest of the oper-

ation.  

We thought he would move on but 

after several hours, we realized he 

was waiting for the smorgasbord to 

reappear so by buzzing up and 

down the road on the four wheeler, 

we finally encouraged him to look 

for lunch elsewhere. 

Whistle Pigs!! 



Family Update: 
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The Demeerleer family has made a 

big change this year.  Abbie is no 

longer working for WSU.  In the 

fall, she was hired to be the new 

Executive Director for the FFA in 

the state of Washing-

ton.  She will be able 

to work from home for 

part of the time but she 

will also be on the road 

visiting programs 

around the state and 

advocating for the pro-

gram.  All of her expe-

rience and training, 

both with the FFA and 

the university will en-

hance her abilities and 

her enjoyment of her new posi-

tion. 

 

Sam and family are still living 

in Lebanon, though on any giv-

en day, Sam has to check his 

phone for his location.  He is 

doing his medical school rota-

tions and seeing a good por-

tion of western Oregon in the 

process.  They were able to 

come home for a visit in ear-

ly December and it was great 

to see how the children have 

grown and get caught up 

with everybody. 

Family Addition 
Once again we are introducing a 

new family member.  Our sixth 

grandchild was born in June to Liz 

and Dustin Carter.  His name is 

Kamden Daniel Carter.  He is now 

beginning to roll around and will 

soon be scooting off on his own.  

Sister Zakiah thinks he is grand.   

Family Visits 

 October and November were busy with 

visiting family from Ohio and Pennsyl-

vania.  Cheryl’s mom was here for two 

weeks in October. Her three sisters 

came for “A Weekend on the Farm” in 

November.  Luckily, the weather was 

good for both visits and the time togeth-

er was enjoyed by all. 



P A G E  4  

Heifer Sale 

Chicken Addition/Subtraction 
In January, we had the oppor-

tunity to increase our chicken 

flock by one third when a 

family in the area found they 

had to move and would lose 

the opportunity to raise 

chickens.  They had a diverse 

flock and were looking to sell 

large numbers.  We were able 

to purchase a dozen one year 

old lace Wyandottes and in-

corporate them into our flock.  

Because they were already 

mature we had no problems 

with “the pecking order” and 

soon the new ladies were as 

at home as the rest. 

 

However in 

the spring 

our numbers 

took a turn 

for the 

worse.  We 

purchased 

our usual 

dozen 

chicks from 

a local pur-

veyor and 

raised them 

to pullet 

size before turning them into 

our chicken flock. Unbe-

knownst to us they came un-

vaccinated for a chicken dis-

ease and within three weeks, 

not only did we lose 10 out of 

the 12 new birds, but 7 of our 

older flock.  This put a serious 

dent in our egg production.  

Interestingly when purchasing 

the chicks, I bought what I 

thought were 12 full-size 

chicken breed pullets (female 

chicks).  When all was said and 

done, of the original 12, I end-

ed up with one Bantam (small-

sized) female Barred Rock 

Cochin hen and one Bantam 

White Rock Cochin rooster.  

He struts around among the 

much larger ladies with 

such attitude that we have 

named him Napoleon.  

  

Needless to say, I will no 

longer be purchasing chicks 

from this provider and in 

the future all birds will be 

vaccinated.  Live and learn. 

are developing quite a herd 

and were looking to en-

hance their genetic diversi-

ty.  They purchased two 

breeding heifers 

in September 

and then re-

turned in No-

vember and 

purchased three 

more. 

We wish them 

good luck in 

their endeavor 

and appreciate 

the opportunity to see our 

genetics continue in a new 

herd. 

In September and again in 

November we had a sale of 

heifers to a new breeder in 

southern Washington. They 
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Mr.Milo-If You Please 

P A G E  5  V O L U M E  9  I S S U E  1  

In April we added a new mem-

ber to the family.  We had been 

discussing the pros and cons of 

including an indoor dog in our 

plans but hadn’t found the right 

fit.  We looked and looked and 

found Milo.  He started out as 

Milo but soon, thanks 

to our granddaughter 

Zakiah, he became 

“Mr. Milo”. While we 

didn’t think there was 

much of a difference, 

he thought it was an 

appropriate change. 

 

From his previous home as a 

stray dog at the shelter in Pull-

man, Mr. Milo made a quick 

change to farm dog and protec-

tor of the sofa.  His lack of in-

terest in chickens, ducks, cows, 

goats, etc. made his life change 

easier. He has taken on the job 

of manager of every job Cheryl 

and I work on. To many, his 

management style looks a lot 

like sleeping in close proximity 

to whatever we are doing, but he 

is really keeping a dis-

guised eye on us. 

Mr. Milo went to mar-

ket in June.  He accom-

panied us to the Farm-

ers Market in June, 

July, and August.  He 

was very popular and 

enjoyed meeting lots of 

folks both large and 

small. His favorite 

thing is belly rubs.   

Interestingly, we have deter-

mined that he must have be-

longed to an adult only house-

hold in his previous life because 

he tolerates children, but is not 

overly enthusiastic about their 

attentions. When the grandchil-

dren visit he enjoys being petted 

but when they hug him he 

gives the look of “Oh no, the 

huggers are back.” 

With the onset of cold 

weather, Milo let us know 

that as a short-haired dog, he 

would need some ap-

propriate attire for wet 

and cold weather.  He 

therefore has a ward-

robe appropriate for all 

seasons. He has made 

himself at home and at 

any given time, it is quite appar-

ent who is in charge.  

 

Loss of Elmo 
One very sad aspect of having so many animals is that occasionally 

one passes on without warning. This winter we lost one of our oldest 

friends, Elmo the Goat.  He was purchased for me as a gift 12 years 

ago because I had always wanted a pigmy goat.  He had a sweet dis-

position and would always come running to the fence when children 

were around because he knew he would get treats. 

His biggest behavior issue was, he hated getting his hooves trimmed 

which required Tom flipping him up on his side because he refused 

to stand still.  It was always funny because he would carry on as if he 

was being killed, but as soon as he was done he would come up for a treat. 

His presence will be sorely missed, especially by his pasture mate, Carmel.  She has 

taken to being much more friendly since his passing, but we will need to find a pasture 

mate for her soon.  My sister is suggesting a miniature donkey. 

Thank you Elmo for giving us so many years of laughs and love. 
I AM NOT AMUSED. 
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Happy New Year to You and Your Family 
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If you are not interested in receiving this newsletter, please let us know.  Thank you. 

May you all be warm and snug this winter! 


