Down on the Farm
Maple K Farms
V O L U M E

Special points
of interest:

Come visit
us on the
farm!
Please call before you visit to
make sure we
are here to
show you
around.
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Meyers Barn Saga
After 5 years of slow progression in the renovation
of the barn, visible change
has occurred! With the
help of a longtime contractor friend, metal siding,
new doors, a window and
the ridge cap were installed
on the barn. The visible

difference
is nothing
short of
amazing.
We stayed
with our
traditional
colors of
white siding and green trim. Now
the “Meyers Place” barn is
truly part of the Maple K
Farms family.
Side Note: The day after
the siding was completed a
“Go Cougs” banner was
put up. We will put the
banner up for home games
and significant WSU
events. We are “Waving
the Flag”.
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Heifer Sale
In June of this year we sold a
Heifer, Glena II to some folks in
Kamiah, ID. We appreciate the
purchase and are sure that Glena
is happy in her new home.
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Trip To the Fair!
After 15 years of
participation in the
Spokane Interstate
Fair, we decided
to discontinue this
event. We have
always enjoyed
meeting the
people, seeing old
friends, and
chatting with the
other exhibitors.
However,
washing, feeding,
showing and
cleaning up after
as many as 12
animals for 6 days
plus hauling in,
hauling out and at
least two weeks of
preparation will not be
missed.

Tilth Farm Tour

In the spring we were
contacted by the Tilth
Producers of Washington
in cooperation with the
WSU Small Farms
Team, about doing a
“Farm Walk” on our
property dealing with
Dry land grazing and
Water Systems. Tilth
Producers promotes ecologically sound, economically viable and socially
equitable farming practices that improve the
health of our communities and natural environment. http://
tilthproducers.org

site, Rural Roots, the
Spokesman Review, and
a story on KLEW TV out
of Lewiston. With all
that support we had a
good attendance. The
weather was cooperative
despite a week of rain
prior to the walk and everyone seemed interested
in the topic. Feedback
from the participants let
us know that we were
able to give people some
ideas to try on their own
farms.

Inland NW Women in Agriculture Tour
Cheryl joined a newly
established group this
summer called the
Northwest Women in
AG. The mission of
the group is to link and
support women and
their families with resources, education and
skills related to starting, sustaining, and
supporting local food
systems and agricultur-

Thanks for the
memories.
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The purpose of the
farm walks is to
share knowledge
through farmer to
farmer sessions
showing sound
practices. The date of
September 16 was set
for the walk and planning began for a presentation on the topic. Tom
and I developed a talk
covering the spring development, water trough
system, riparian areas,
cross-fencing, and rotational grazing in use at
the Meyers
Place. Prior to the
day information
about the
session was
distributed
through the
Tilth web-

ON

THE

FARM

al endeavors through programming and networking
opportunities. The group
had had several meetings
and farm tours in the region
dealing with hoop houses
and fruit and flower production. One of the members of
the group remembered our
windmills and asked if we
would host a tour. The date
was set for September 23 to
present Alternative Energy

on the Farm. We had a
small turnout, possibly due
to cold rain and wind but the
rain let up long enough to
tour the farm and discuss
the windmills and the purpose in having them. We
also hosted a potluck inside
the shop after the tour with a
heater going , so it was
toasty and dry.
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Family Update:
Abbie, Chuck, Grace & Kellan
– Abbie is still working for
WSU in the Agriculture Department. Chuck is now the manager for Furniture West in Moses Lake and commuting from
Colton. Grace is in first grade.
Kellan was very involved in Tball this summer. Both of them
showed at the Colton Fair.

Cheryl & I –
Cheryl is
busy with
Whitman

Liz, Dustin, Zakiah &?? – Yes,
another farm helper
(grandchild) is on the way.
Dustin is commuting to Whit-

County Historical Society as their treasurer
and was just elected

man Hospital from Pullman
each day despite the fact that
someone accidently burned up
his car (and several others) in
the parking lot one day – quite
the unbelievable story. Liz is
home with Z and awaiting a
new arrival. Zakiah enjoys the
farm and insists on feeding the
goats every time she comes out.
Sam, Peach, Maisy & Otis Otis is the newest grandchild.
Born in October, he is helping
the family learn new schedules.
Sam is in his second year of
Medical School in Lebanon,
OR. Maisy and Otis are keeping Mom busy at home.

to the Whitman County
Cattlemen’s Board. I am a
little busier than I first
thought with the responsibilities of a Port Commissioner. A friend
recently told me
“ I thought the
word was
“retire” not
“rehire”. Ha.
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Fencing – Pasture Loss
straightening or replacing
posts and putting the
creek crossing barriers
back in that had been removed last fall. The day
after this was done, we
were informed by the current farm manager that
they had made a decision
not to lease out the pasture anymore – effective
immediately. This was
quite a blow and not timeAgain we revolve
ly as most leases in our
around pastures, fences, area go from September
and maintaining them
to September. However,
all. This last spring we life goes on so we had to
had what I will call a
put the south pasture of
very bad rotten week.
the Meyers Place into use.
The grass was starting (Thankfully last spring
to green up and I start- the fencing had been comed “tuning up” the fenc- pleted. – Good thing.)
es, which means walk- Two weeks later, a similar
ing the entire perimeter circumstance with one
of the pastures repairday notice from a differing any broken wires,
ent landlord. After having both of

these pastures for over
six years we were disappointed but again,
life goes on, so we reconfigured animals and
pastures and it has all
worked out. But in
analyzing all of this we
determined that using
our present (Maple K
owned) pastures, we
could better manage
them with more cross
fencing. Therefore,
this last spring 1000
feet of new fencing
went in and a long term
plan for 4 times this
amount was developed.
The bottom line is –
fencing will continue.
Anyone want to
help!!??

Water Projects 2014
This spring we will be
putting in an additional
three watering troughs
in order to better utilize
our pastures and ensure
we are doing all we can
to enhance water quality. The project started
after finding an addi-
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tional
year
round
spring.
This will be just another step in our overall
plan to use fifteen paddocks (small pastures)
to rotate the cattle

grazing and ensure
quality grasses and the
health of the environment.
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Cold Weather Challenges

With the recent cold snap water
troughs and tractors proved to
be “cranky” (or was that me).
The spring fed water system at
the Meyers place froze for the
first time since being installed.
We allowed the cattle a limited

short time
and controlled area
to water from
the creek.
During this
time, the
frozen feeder
hose (which
always runs
and never
freezes unless it is -5
degrees) was
found and
adjustments (insulation) were
made. In the interim, the freezing temps created a spectacular
ice sculpture out of the top of
the cistern.
As for the tractors, with all the
engine heaters in place but one

(no electricity on site), all have
started and regular feeding did
not succumb to the cold.
Throughout the cold spell the
only ones that never noticed a
difference were the cattle, with
their dual hair coat to keep them
warm. Cold? What cold – in
their opinion.

Critters
It is always interesting the “livestock” that is part of farm life that you
don’t fence, feed, or round up. These are some of the critters that are
a daily part of life either here at home or at
the Meyers Place.
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Maple K Farms
1102 Kammerzell Rd.

Address Block

Colfax, WA 99111
Phone: 509-397-4589
Fax: 509-397-9110
E-mail: maplek@pionnetwb.com

Naturally Grown, Naturally Good!

We are on the web
www.maplekhighlands.com

If you are not interested in receiving this newsletter, please let us know. Thank you.

Happy New Year to You and Your Family

